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From the Parish Register

Baptisms
    Avery Marie Lawrence  

October 16, 2011
    Valerie Mia Tveteraas  

October 23, 2011

Blessing of a Marriage
    Halani Moss and Dominic 

Foulsham August 20, 2011

Face Time,  continued from page 1

and in fact few people use these options 
to make a human connection anymore. 
Yes, we talk on the mobile phone, but 
many prefer to text. And yes, we'll visit in 
homes with friends, but drop-in visits are 
a thing of another era.

This is not a bad thing necessarily. Take 
a look at people on the street: they're 
texting, showing someone photos, 
reading e-mails or listening to music. 
And the kids! They can carry on several 
conversations simultaneously; multiple 
messages pop up, demanding instant 
responses and immediate attention. 
There are increasingly numerous ways for 
people to communicate. 

Ahh, but it's increasingly difficult to 
unplug and disconnect from constant, 
ongoing communication. The office -- 
and the boss -- are only a key stroke 
away; constantly checking our handheld 
screens has become a 24/7 obsession. 
The concept of downtime and private vs. 
work time seems to be diminishing.

 "Face time" no longer means sitting 
down, face-to-face, looking into the 
eyes of another human being, and using 
your senses to pick up on the nuances 

of expression, pauses, tone and inflection. 
Any interaction is considered face time.

This may not be a bad thing, as we said.
Thousands of expatriates around the world 
Skype almost every day with their families 
and are thrilled to see them on their 
laptop screens. Grandparents Skype with 
their grandchildren across the country and 
love staying connected in this way -- not 
possible a generation ago.

Still, all of the above notwithstanding, 
when was the last time you had a 
"heart-to-heart" talk where there was 
real give and take? Can you remember 
a conversation that was focused not 
on logistics or problem solving, but an 
exchange of feelings, emotions or deeply 
held beliefs? In this society where the 
word "friend" has become a verb, too 
many are feeling alone and isolated. 

Turns out that seeing words appear 
on a screen may not be as emotionally 
satisfying as exchanging ideas, tips and 
needs face-to-face with another person. 
Advent is about time spent with God
If our "face time" with one another is 
dwindling, our time spent one on one 
with God is also on the endangered list. 
Our busy world with endless to-do lists 

Edward Whitney and Joel 
at the Edward Whitney Pot luck Dinner

Marion Gentry 
to celebrate her 99th 
birthday       
Marion, who is one of our longtime 
parishioners, will turn 99 on Friday, 
November 18th.  She has been a 
resident of Waltham Crossings, an 
assisted living home, for about 10 
years.  In a recent letter, she says that 
she “feels fine and is enjoying life.”  
She eats all her meals in the dining 
room and has a favorite chair in the 
lobby to greet her friends.  She would 
be thrilled to receive birthday cards 
from members of the parish.  

Her address is:  				  
Ms. Marion Gentry	
Waltham Crossings
 126 Smith Street, # 311A
Waltham, MA  02451


